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LITHUANIA (LIETUVA) 

Lithuania emerged as a state in the early 13 th century. The Lithuanian elite came under the simultaneous 
cultural influence of Russia, parts of which were becoming incorporated into Lithuania, and of the Polish and 
Germanic west. Mindaugas I converted to Roman Christianity and obtained a royal crown for himself in 12.51. 

Both Christianization and the royal title lapsed following Mindaugas’ murder in 1163, and the throne was 
disputed by various Lithuanian and Russian princes. In the 14 th century Lithuania recovered its strength under a 
succession of aggressive grand dukes including Gediminas and Algirdas, who swallowed up the principalities of 
western and southern Russia. Many members of the grand ducal family were either pagan or Orthodox until the 
early 15 th century. Jogaila extended the traditional alliance with Poland by marrying its queen Jadwiga, 
converting to Roman Christianity and becoming king of Poland as Wladyslaw II in 1386, later defeating the 
Teutonic Knights in 1410. The dynasty continued to govern both Poland and Lithuania, sometimes through 
different members, most notably grand duke Vytautas of Lithuania, who became independent from Jogaila and 
secured a royal title in 1430. The kingship and much of Lithuania’s independence ended with Vytautas’ death 
and the personal union between the kingdom of Poland and the grand duchy of Lithuania became permanent 
from 1506. Poland and Lithuania were formally joined in a single Commonwealth by the Union of Lublin in 
1569 (in which what is now Ukraine was transferred to Poland), but Lithuania was only merged into the 
kingdom of Poland in 1791, a mere three years before it was annexed by Russia in 1794, a development 
confirmed by the third partition of Poland (1795). Lithuania became independent again in 1918 under the 
auspices of Germany, and duke Wilhelm of Urach was elected king under the name Mindaugas II. With the 
defeat of Germany and its allies several months later, Lithuania became a republic, although its historical capital 
Vilnius remained part of Poland during the interwar period. It was annexed by the Soviet Union in 1940 and 
recovered its independence in 1990. 

The rulers of Lithuania were called duke/prince (kunigaikstis), grand duke/prince (didysis kunigaikstis), and 
occasionally king (karalius), as in 1251, 1429, and 1918, but the royal title never became hereditary. The names 
in the list below are presented in their standard Lithuanian forms. The genealogical relationships of the early 
Lithuanian rulers are notoriously uncertain and are probably at least partly confused in the much later 
chronicles. Therefore, for rulers born before 1300, the genealogical indications are often annotated. 

Dukes and grand dukes of Lithuania 

House(s) ofLithtcania 

c. 1204—1213 Ringaudas 1 ... son of (?) Algimantas; prince ofLithuania and Novogrudok 
1213 —1214 Steksys ... brother of (?) Ringaudas 
1214—1219: Zivinbudas ... brother of (?) Ringaudas 

1219:—c.1238 Dausprungas ... son ofRingaudas 

c. 123 8—1263 Mindaugas I ... son ofRingaudas 1 * ; king 1251 — 1263 
1263 —1264 Treniota ... son of (?) Vykintas of Samogitia by daughter ofRingaudas 
1264—1267 Vaiselga (Vaisvilkas) ... son of Mindaugas I; abdicated, died 1267 
1267— 1269 Svarnas ... husband of daughter of Mindaugas I; son of king Daniil of Galicia 

1270—1282 Traidenis ... son of Romanas, son of Koliginas, son of Skirmantas, son of Sventaragis, son of Utenis* 

1282—1285 Daumantas ... brother of Traidenis 4 

1285 — 1291 Butigeidas ... son of (?) Skirmantas/Skumantas 5 

1 Ringaudas is sometimes identified with Zivinbudas or with Daugirutis. 

1 Thus according to the Chronicle of Bychowiec. According to the Voskresenskaja Chronicle , Mindaugas was the 
son of Movkold, son of Rostislav Rogvolodovic, son of prince Rogvolod Borisovic of Polock (this tradition is not 
considered historically accurate, and is sometimes re-interpreted as indicating that Movkold was the son of 
Rostislav Vseslavic, son ofVseslav Brjacislavic of Polock). 

5 Thus according to the Chronicle of Bychowiec. According to the Voskresenskaja Chronicle, Traidenis was the son 
ofVid (Vitas) the Wolf, the son of Davil Rostislavic, son of Rostislav Rogvolodovic, son of prince Rogvolod 
Borisovic of Polock (see preceding note). 

4 Thus according to the Chronicle of Bychowiec. 

5 According to the Chronicle ofBychoiviec (which skips from Daumantas to Vytenis), the successor of Daumantas 
was appointed by the monk Rimantas, a son of Traidenis. 
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1191 —1194 Pukuveras 6 ... brother of Butigeidas 

1194—1316 Vytenis ... son of Pukuveras 7 

1316—1341 Gediminas ... son of Pukuveras 8 

1341 —1345 Jaunutis 31 ... son of Gediminas; deposed, died 1366: 

1345 — 1377 Algirdas 10 ... son of Gediminas 
1377—1381 Jogaila ... son of Algirdas; deposed 
1381 — 1381 Kestutis 11 ... son of Gediminas 

1381—1401 Jogaila 11 ... restored; abdicated; Poland 1386—1434 (as Wladyslaw II) 

+ Skirgaila 13 ... son of Algirdas; associated 1387—1391; deposed, died 1397 
1401 —1430 Vytautas 14 ... son of Kestutis; associated 1391; king 1419—1430 

1430— 1431 Svitrigaila 13 ... son of Algirdas; deposed, died 1451 

1431— 1440 Zygimantas I ... son of Kestutis 

1440—1491 Kazimieras ... son ofjogaila; Poland 1446—1491 
1491—1506 Aleksandras ... son of Kazimieras; Poland 1501 — 1506 

1506—1519 Zygimantas II, the Old ... son of Kazimieras; abdicated; Poland 1506—1548 
1519—1572. Zygimantas III Augustas ... son of Zygimantas II; associated 1 511; Poland 1548—1571 
House of Valois (France) 

1573 — 1575 Henrikas ... son ofking Henri II of France; fled 1574; also Poland; France 1574—1589 
House of Batory (Bdthori) 

1575 — 1586 Steponas ... married Anna, daughter of Zygimantas II; son of Istvan Bathori; also Poland; 

T ransylvania 1571 — 1575 
House of Vasa (Sweden) 

1587—1631 Zygimantas IV ... son of king Johan III of Sweden by Katarzyna, daughter of Zygimantas II; 
also Poland; Sweden 1591—1600 

1631—1648 Vladislovas ... son of Zygimantas IV; also Poland; Russia 1610—1613 
1648—1668 Jonas I Kazimieras ... son ofZygimantas IV; also Poland; abdicated, died 1671 
House ofWisniowiecki 

1669—1673 Mykolas Koributas ... son of Jeremi Michal, son of Michal, son of Michal, son of Aleksander, 
son of Mihail of Visnevcy, son of Vasilij of Zbaraz, son of Fedor, son of prince Korybut of 
Novgorod-Seversk, son of Algirdas; also Poland 

House of Sobieski 

1674—1696 Jonas II ... son of Jakub Sobieski; also Poland 
House of Wettin (Saxony) 

1697—1706 Augustas II, the Strong ... son of elector Johann Georg III of Saxony; also Poland; deposed; 
Saxony 1694—1733 

House of Leszczynski 

1706—1709 Stanislovas I ... son of Rafal Leszczynski; also Poland; rival since 1704; deposed 
House of Wettin (Saxony) 

1709—1733 Augustas II, the Strong ... restored; also Poland 
House of Leszczynski 

1733 — 1734 Stanislovas I ... restored; also Poland; deposed; rival 1734—1736, died 1766 

6 Also called Butvydas. 

7 Vytenis is erroneously called a son of Traidenis in the Voskresenskaja Chronicle. 

8 Gediminas is erroneously called the son of Vytenis in the Voskresenskaja Chronicle. 

7 Baptized Ivan (Jonas). 

10 Baptized Dmitrij (Dimitrijus). 

11 Baptized Aleksandr (Aleksandras). 

11 Baptized Wladyslaw (Vladislovas). 

13 Baptized Ivan (Jonas). 

14 Baptized Aleksandr (Aleksandras). 

13 Baptized Lev (Leonas), then Boleslaw (Boleslovas). 
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House ofWettin (Saxony) 

1734—1763 Augustas III, the Fat... son of Augustas II; rival since 1733; also Poland and Saxony 
House of Poniatowski 

1764—1791 Stanislovas II Augustas ... son ofStanislaw Poniatowski; Poland 1764—1795; abdicated, died 1798 
(to Poland 1791; to Russia 1794) 

Kings of Lithuania 

House of Urach (Wurttemberg) 

1918 Mindaugas II 16 ... son of duke Friedrich of Urach, son of Wilhelm, son of duke Friedrich II of 
Wurttemberg; deposed, died 1928 
(republic 1918; occupied by the Soviet Union 1940; republic 1990) 


6 Originally named Wilhelm Karl Florestan. 



